This edition of The Long Short Way covers an excerpt of the Rebbe’s ma’amer, Tonu
Rabbonon Mitzvas Ner Chanukah, from Parshas Mikeitz, 5738 (1978). This ma’amer was
distributed with its sequel in honor of Chanukah, 5747 (1987). Find this and other content
on thelongshortway.org. Footnotes are available online.

What are we celebrating on
Chanukah? What was the Greeks’
issue with the Jewish people?
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The Greeks defiled the oil in the
Heichal of the Beis HaMikdosh
as an act of spiritual war. Their
primary purpose was to make
the Jewish people “Forget Your
Torah and sway them from

the statutes of Your will.” They
didn’t care as much to damage
the Jewish peoples’ bodies as
they did their souls.

We see from the wording in

the blessing of thanks we say
throughout Chanukah, that the
Greeks waged war on the Jewish
spirit rather than their body.

MIIRD T3 I09W 113) 8013 112 0
-r.u oo unnn‘m ww (mmm
muzm -mm-r (mv‘m-n) nmmaa

Even when the Greeks enacted
decrees against Torah and
mitzvos — their decrees were on
the spiritual element of Torah
and mitzvos.
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When we say in davening that
the Greeks sought to make the
Jews, “Forget Your Torah,” this is
what it means: The Greeks didn’t
mind so much that Jews learn
Torah — just that the Torah they
learn should be purely rational.
The verse in Deuteronomy attests
and says, “[The Torah] is your
wisdom and knowledge in the
eyes of the nations.”
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The primary purpose of their
war on the Jewish people was to
make them forget “Your Torah,”
— that the Torah is G-d’s.
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The same goes for mitzvos:

The Greeks’ war was on the
G-dliness of mitzvos. Their issue
wasn’t with mitzvos, per se, their
issue was rather with the fact

that mitzvos are G-d’s will.
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There are three kinds of mitzvos.
A) Commemorative (eidus) mitzvos
that we were commanded to

keep in order remember miracles
wrought for us. B) Mishpatim,
these are commandments that
make sense for a functioning
society. c) Statutes (chukim) which
we are commanded to keep, but
we don’t understand.

Of the three different types of
mitzvos, the Greeks agreed to the
ones that make sense — eidus
and mishpatim. The Greeks’ war
was on chukim — the mitzvos
that we only do because they are
G-d’s will.
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From a deeper perspective, the
Greeks’ war was on all mitzvos.

Chassidus explains that all
mitzvos are G-d’s will. On the
surface, mitzvos fall into different
categories. In the end, all mitzvos
are G-d’s will and we would keep
them regardless of their added
meaning.
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Doing a mitzvah because we find
meaning in it is great, yet, doing
a mitzvah simply because it’s
G-d’s will is greater. When we do
mitzvos because we feel inspired
to do them, or resonate with them
more, more of our ego involves
itself more than when we do them
for G-d’s sake. On the one hand, it
is a good thing for our egos to be
involved, it means that Torah is
affecting and transforming more
of ourselves. On the contrary,
doing mitzvos because they

are G-d’s will, is deeper. Doing
mitzvos because they are G-d’s
will expresses the part of us which

is free from the limits of logic

and sense. When we do mitzvos
because they are G-d’s will, we tell
ourselves, and we tell everyone
around us that logic is not so
important, it’s a means to an end
at best. This kind of behavior takes
courage. It means not being afraid
of what others may think.

The Greeks were trying to
eliminate the Yiddishe chutzpa
that stems from the essence of our
souls. The part of us that want

to do G-d’s will even if we look
crazy and non-sensical or even
offensive.
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The Greeks sought to make us
forget that Torah is divine; that
it’s more than an intellectual
study — it’s G-d’s will and
wisdom. They also opposed
doing mitzvos when done
because they’re G-d’s will. The
mitzvos that make more sense
to people — not to kill and
steal, etc., — they didn’t mind
as much. However, since all
mitzvos, in essence, are only
done because they are G-d’s will,
the Greeks’ war was in all of
Torah and mitzvos.
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The goal is simple: to produce authentic translations of Chassidus into a clear, understandable English. Visit
thelongshortway.org for this and other regular content. Written and formatted by Rabbi Moshe Delerb. Questions?
Comments? Suggestions? Visit thelongshortway.org/Contact

If you like what you’re reading please consider contributing to The Long
Short Way. For sponsorship, advertising and dedication opportunities, visit
thelongshortway.org/Donate.
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