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How does being small make me big? How can being 
a receiver make me a giver? What makes a leader?

LEADING HUMBLY
In the previous chapter, the Frierdiker Rebbe 
quotes a passage from the Zohar. The letter 
shin comes before G-d proposes the world 
be created with it being that G-d’s name 
Sh-ddai starts with a shin. G-d agrees to 
shin’s reasoning, but counters saying that 
if the letters kuf and reish were to follow 
shin, they would form the word sheker, 
lie. Not wanting to part of the Other Side 
(unholiness), kuf and reish decide to insert 
shin between them forming the word 
kesher, bond.

In chapter six and here in chapter seven, 
the Frierdiker Rebbe is underscoring the 
duality of malchus. On the one hand, 
malchus is a recipient of all the sefiros 
above it. For example, malchus like speech 
is meaningless babble until ideas or feelings 
are invested into it by the mind. On the other 
hand, malchus is a giver since it transmits 
all that it received from the higher rungs.

In chapter six the Frierdiker Rebbe explains 
how although the meaning of the letters 
daled and reish are similar — they both 
mean poor — their emphasis is different. 
The difference between the letter reish and 
daled is the tip on the back of the daled. This 
tip is a yud — a dot. Someone who “makes 
himself small” has the humility to realize 
that he receives everything from G-d. The 
example he gave was of a student who has 
the humility to learn new ideas from his 
teacher.

Recap:

Daled is defined by a yud> yud> humility> 

malchus> receiver> student.

Daled is defined by a yud> yud> humility> 
malchus> malchus becomes a provider 
because it can transmit what it received> 
teacher> humility is greatness.

Here, in chapter seven, the Frierdiker Rebbe 
explains the latter point: how the letter yud 
expresses itself as the giver with the help of 
yesod.

ִמְתַחֵלק ֶשְבֶזה  ַמה  ַדֵלי״ת  ֶשְבאֹות  יּו״ד  ָהאֹות  ְוִהֵנה   ז( 
ְתמּוַנת ַהַדֵלי״ת ִמְתמּוַנת ַהֵרי״ש הּוא ֵמַאחֹוָריו ַדְוָקא,

The part of the letter daled that makes it 
look different from a reish is a yud on its 
rear side. The bump on the upper right-
hand side.
A SOLID FOUNDATION
הּוא ִהֵנה  ָהאֹוְתיֹות  ִמָכל  ְזֵעיָרא  אֹות  ֶשהּוא  ִאם   ְוַהיּו״ד 
יּו״ד, אֹות  ְתִחָלתֹו  ַהֵרי  אֹות  ְדָכל  ָהאֹוְתיֹות,  ְלָכל   רֹאש 
 ְוהּוא ַמה ֶש״ְביּו״ד ִנְבָרא ָהעֹוָלם ַהָבא״, ְדַעל ֶזה אֹוֵמר ״ִכי
ּוְבַאְרָעא,״ ִבְשַמָיא  ״ְדָאִחיד  ְוִתְרֵגם  ּוָבָאֶרץ״  ַבָשַמִים   כֹל 

ֶשִהיא ְסִפיַרת ְיסֹוד ֶשְבִחיַנת ַהַמְלכּות ְמַקֵבל ִמֶמָנה,

Although the letter yud is the smallest, it 
is the beginning of every other letter. All 
other letters start with a point of ink called 
a yud. The letter yud, being the beginning 
of every other letter is indicative of what 
our Rabbis taught, “The World to Come was 
created with the letter yud.” The verse in 
Chronicles relates that “[To G-d is greatness, 
judgment, beauty, victory and splendor;] 
everything in the heavens and the earth [is 
His].” which the Targum translates as “[He 
is] the unity in heaven and on earth.” Yud is 
yesod (foundation), and malchus (kingdom) 
receives from it.

C H A S S I D U S  I N  E N G L I S H YUD SHVAT: PART 1
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How does yud mean yesod?

In this verse from Chronicles, the Torah 
enumerates each of the emotions from 
greatness (chessed) until splendor (hod). 
Instead of finishing with yesod, the verse 
states, “everything in the heavens and the 
earth.” The implication is that the definition 
of yesod is “everything in the heavens and 
the earth,” which the Targum renders as “the 
unity of heavens and earth.” Malchus is the 
lowest rung and refers to creation. Yud is the 
bridge between the higher sefiros and malchus. 
The world being created from yud takes on 
new meaning — yud makes malchus into the 
transmitter between the sefiros and creation.

 ּוַמה ״ְדָאִחיד ִבְשַמָיא ּוְבַאְרָעא,״ ִהֵנה ָשַמִים ָוָאֶרץ, ָשַמִים
 ֵאש ּוַמִים, ְבִחיַנת ֶחֶסד ּוְגבּוָרה, ְוֶאֶרץ ְבִחיַנת ַמְלכּות, ְוהּוא

ֶשַעל ְיֵדי ְסִפיַרת ַהְיסֹוד הּוא ִיחּוד ֶחֶסד ּוְגבּוָרה ְוַמְלכּות,

What does it mean that yesod is “the unity of 
heaven and earth”?

The word shomayim (heavens), Rashi 
explains in Bereishis, is made up of the 
words eish (fire) and mayim (water). The 
union of two opposites, fire, and water, is 
comparable to chessed (kindness) combined 
with gevurah (judgment). The earth, being 
the lowest rung in existence is an expression 
of malchus (sovereignty). Yesod (foundation) 
connects the heavens — the blend chessed 
and gevurah — with the earth which is 
malchus.

A) “The heavens” = chessed and gevurah. B) 
“the earth” = malchus. C) “everything” = “the 
unity of” = yesod. Therefore, “the unity of 
heaven and earth is yesod.”

ּוָבָאֶרץ,״ ַבָשַמִים  ״כֹל  ֵאין  ֵרי״ש  ְדְבאֹות  כֹל,״  ֵאין   ״ְוָלָרש 
ֶשֵאין ָלֶהם ְסִפיַרת ַהְיסֹוד ַהְמַחֵבר,

The verse, “The poor person (rosh) lacks 
everything,” implies that the letter reish — 
of the same root as the word rosh — lacking 
a yud on its back is disconnected from 
“everything” — “everything in the heavens 
and the earth.” Since the letter reish lacks 
yesod, it does not have a relationship with 
the higher sefiros.

ּוְכָמה ְוַהֶהְסֶתר,  ַהֶהְעֶלם  ְבַתְכִלית  ָבא  הּוא  ַהִדיבּור   ְוַגם 
ַהִדיבּור ְדַגם  כּוְלהּו״,  ֶהֱחֵשיִתי  דּוִמָי׳ה  ״ֶנֱאַלְמִתי   ֶשָכתּוב 
ֶאת ַהְמַחֶי’ה  ְוַחיּות  ְדָהאֹור  ִלְהיֹות  ַהֶהְעֶלם,  ְבַתְכִלית   ָבא 
 ַהִסְטָרא ַאֳחָרא הּוא ֶהָאָרה ְדֶהָאָרה ִחיצֹוִניּות ְדִחיצֹוִניּות,
ּוָבא ְבַתְכִלית ַהֶהְעֶלם.

The reish sounds like a reish and not a daled. 
The verse, “I made myself dumb in silence; 
I was silent from good,” implies that reish is 
disconnected from goodness. The light which 
enlivens unholy existence is only a glimmer 
of a glimmer of the surface of the surface of 
G-dly light — it’s completely concealed.

The dot on the end of a daled tells us to say 
the “d” sound and not the “r” sound. So reish 
is silent from the yud it doesn’t have — the 
goodness it lacks.
SUMMARY
When we realize the gifts we’ve been given 
who the giver is, we become small. Then, 
everything in our lives reflects G-d. The 
greatness of being small is we become 
pipelines between G-d and the world. For 
example, when we learn, we should try to 
be open to what the teacher is saying and 
remember rather than try to expand the 
information as we receive it. Then, once 
we have the unadulterated version of the 
concepts we were taught, we can expand 
on them and pass them on to others. To be 
continued...
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